The effect of transportation between the recovery room and intensive care unit on postoperative acoustic tumor patients.
Cardiovascular changes have been noted to occur during movement from the operating room or recovery room (RR) to the intensive care unit (ICU). This study examined blood pressure changes and related variables during transport from the RR to the ICU in 135 postoperative acoustic tumor patients. Although there was no significant change in blood pressure values from the RR to the ICU, patients with pre-existing hypertension and elevated RR blood pressures were noted to have an increased frequency of postoperative complications. In addition, a relationship was noted between administration of halothane and frequency of postoperative complications. Results highlight the need for nurses not only to monitor, but also closely control postoperative blood pressure in this population.